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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2025

12:00 pm - 5:30 pm

3:30 pm - 5:30 pm

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Nichols Brooks Golf Tournament - Country Club of Arkansas

Golf Networking Carts - Country Club of Arkansas

HFMA Board and Committee Chair Meeting 
– Country Club of Arkansas

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Networking Opportunities Sponsored by Corporate
Sponsors – Country Club of Arkansas

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2025

7:30 am - 8:00 am

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Breakfast with Exhibitors - Arkansas Lakes Ballroom
 
Registration - Arkansas Lakes Ballroom

8:00 am - 8:15 am Welcome & Announcements – Brian Smith, HFMA President
– Arkansas Lakes Ballroom





Speaker Bio:
Deidra Dunagan is a healthcare Revenue Cycle Management Professional with over 30 years of experience in the field.
She is a south Louisiana native and started her career as an HIM professional and quickly transitioned into other areas
of the Revenue Cycle. The majority of her career was in Louisiana hospitals in patient financial service leadership roles
and she relocated to Arkansas in 2015 when she accepted a position at Jefferson Regional Medical Center. As
Administrative Director of Revenue Cycle, she is responsible for all Revenue Cycle functions at Jefferson Regional
including Admissions, HIM, billing and collections, chargemaster and the physician revenue cycle. Deidra completed
her BS in Health Information Management at University of Louisiana at Lafayette in 1990 and her Masters of
Healthcare Administration at LSU-Shreveport in 2016. She has been a member of HFMA since 2000 and holds the
credential of FHFMA. She is a past president of the Louisiana Chapter of HFMA and served a three-year term on the
National HFMA Board of Examiners. 

Jennifer Knight is the Assistant Vice President of Revenue Cycle Services for Baptist Health with extensive experience
in Utilization Management, Denial Management, and operational leadership. With a strong track record of driving
efficiency and compliance, she successfully led an organization through the completion of a Corporate Integrity
Agreement. Known for strategic problem-solving and team development, Jennifer brings a results-driven approach to
optimizing the revenue cycle and ensuring regulatory excellence. 

Dan Burke is a Vice President for Kaufman Hall’s Revenue & Operations Improvement practice, where he leads
performance improvement assessments and large-scale initiatives for health systems nationwide. He specializes in
observation and patient status management, throughput and length of stay, pharmacy strategy, revenue cycle and
denials management. With over nine years of healthcare consulting experience, Dan has overseen several
engagements, delivering tailored operational and financial solutions and developing analytical tools. Prior to Kaufman
Hall, he was a Manager at Claro Healthcare, driving improvements in observation management, throughput and
denials.

Brian Pisarsky is a Managing Director in Kaufman Hall’s Clinical Solutions practice. He is a Registered Nurse who
advises healthcare executives nationwide on major cost reduction, length of stay, and patient throughput initiatives,
including building efficiencies, reducing waste, eliminating redundancies, and ensuring accurate portrayal of patient
status assignments. Mr. Pisarsky has more than 35 years of healthcare experience spanning clinical care, operational
and financial management, denial prevention and management, and performance improvement consulting. His areas
of expertise include case management, denial prevention, operational assessments, and inpatient and Emergency
Department patient throughput.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2025 - CONTINUED
8:15 - 9:55 am | General Session | Arkansas Lakes Ballroom

Panel Discussion – The Crossroads 
of Utilization Management 

and Revenue Cycle
CPE Credits: 2.0 | CPE Type: Specialized Knowledge | 

Level: Basic | Prerequisites: None | Course FL2501

Moderator - Jeremy Jeffery, CFO, Jefferson Regional Medical Center
Panelists:

Bill Craig, CFO, Howard Memorial Hospital
Deidra Dunagan, Director Revenue Cycle, Jefferson Regional Medical Center

Jennifer Knight, Assistant VP, Clinical Services Revenue Cycle Services
Dan Burke, Vice President, Kaufman Hall

Brian Pisarsky, Managing Director, Kaufman Hall











pėĉâėÀĂ ,ĉăĢ×ăĢǣ 
~çêě Ĕė×ě×ăĢÀĢêĉă ĳêüü êÓ×ăĢêáĹǢ ÓêěÍħěě ÀăÓ ÀăÀüĹľ× ÍçÀăâ×ě êă Ģç× Ippw ÀăÓ eppw ė×âħüÀĢĉėĹ ĔĉüêÍĹ Àüĉăâ ĳêĢç
ěĢėÀĢ×âê×ě ÀăÓ ĲÀėêĉħě ĉĢç×ė ç×ÀüĢçÍÀė× çĉĢ ĢĉĔêÍěǡ

X×Àėăêăâ ĉÌö×ÍĢêĲ×ěǣ 
6ĲÀüħÀĢ× ė×Í×ăĢüĹ êěěħ×Ó ĔĉüêÍĹ ÍçÀăâ×ě ė×üÀĢ×Ó Ģĉ ç×ÀüĢçÍÀė× ė×êĂÌħėě×Ă×ăĢ ÀăÓ Ģç× ç×ÀüĢçÍÀė× ė×âħüÀĢĉėĹ
×ăĲêėĉăĂ×ăĢǡ
Identify strategies and recommend actions to their organizations to prepare for upcoming regulatory changes.

wĔ×Àù×ė +êĉǣ
¯×ėĉăêùÀ VėĹľçÀăĉĲěùÀ êě À Ă×ĂÌ×ė ĉá Ģç× F×ÀüĢçÍÀė× pėÀÍĢêÍ× ĳêĢç œŗ Ĺ×Àėě ĉá ×ĸĔ×ėê×ăÍ× ĔėĉĲêÓêăâ ÀħÓêĢ ÀăÓ
ė×êĂÌħėě×Ă×ăĢ ě×ėĲêÍ×ě Ģĉ ç×ÀüĢçÍÀė× Íüê×ăĢěǡ F×ė ×ĸĔ×ėê×ăÍ× êăÍüħÓ×ě ĂÀăÀâêăâ ÀħÓêĢ ×ăâÀâ×Ă×ăĢěǢ ė×Ĳê×ĳêăâ ÍĉěĢ
ė×ĔĉėĢěǢ ÀăÓ Ĕ×ėáĉėĂêăâ ĉĢç×ė ÍĉăěħüĢêăâ ě×ėĲêÍ×ěǡ wç× êě À Ă×ĂÌ×ė ĉá Ģç× Ă×ėêÍÀă IăěĢêĢħĢ× ĉá ,p ěǢ ėùÀăěÀě
wĉÍê×ĢĹ ĉá ,×ėĢêáê×Ó pħÌüêÍ ÍÍĉħăĢÀăĢěǢ ÀăÓ F×ÀüĢçÍÀė× @êăÀăÍêÀü ^ÀăÀâ×Ă×ăĢ ěěĉÍêÀĢêĉăǡ

2ė×ĳ FÀėüêă ěĔ×ÍêÀüêľ×ě êă ĔėĉĲêÓêăâ ė×êĂÌħėě×Ă×ăĢ ě×ėĲêÍ×ě Ģĉ ėùÀăěÀě ç×ÀüĢçÍÀė× ĔėĉĲêÓ×ėě êăÍüħÓêăâ çĉěĔêĢÀüěǢ
ç×ÀüĢç ěĹěĢ×ĂěǢ ÍĉĂĂħăêĢĹ ç×ÀüĢç Í×ăĢ×ėě ÀăÓ üĉăâǲĢ×ėĂ ÍÀė× áÀÍêüêĢê×ěǡ F×ė ×ĸĔ×ėê×ăÍ× êăÍüħÓ×ě ĂÀăÀâêăâ
ĉħĢěĉħėÍ×Ó ė×êĂÌħėě×Ă×ăĢ ×ăâÀâ×Ă×ăĢěǢ Ĕė×ĔÀėêăâ ÍĉěĢ ė×ĔĉėĢěǢ ÀăÓ ĉĢç×ė ÍĉăěħüĢêăâ Ĕėĉö×ÍĢěǡ wç× êě À Ă×ĂÌ×ė ĉá
Ģç× Ă×ėêÍÀă IăěĢêĢħĢ× ĉá ,p ěǢ ėùÀăěÀě wĉÍê×ĢĹ ĉá ,×ėĢêáê×Ó pħÌüêÍ ÍÍĉħăĢÀăĢěǢ ÀăÓ F×ÀüĢçÍÀė× @êăÀăÍêÀü
^ÀăÀâ×Ă×ăĢ ěěĉÍêÀĢêĉăǡ

Veronika Kryzhanovska, Director,  
Drew Harlin, Senior Manager,

Forvis Mazars

2:50 - 3:40 pm | General Session | Arkansas Lakes Ballroom

FFY 2026 IPPS & CY 2026 OPPS Rule &
Other Healthcare Regulatory Updates 

& Hot Topics
CPE Credits: 1.0 | CPE Type: Specialized Knowledge | 

Level: Basic | Prerequisites: None | Course FL2506

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2025



Jodiane Tritt, Executive Vice President,
Arkansas Hospital Association

3:50 - 4:40 pm | General Session | Arkansas Lakes Ballroom

2025 Arkansas Legislative Update
CPE Credits: 1.0 | CPE Type: Specialized Knowledge | 

Level: Basic | Prerequisites: None | Course FL2507

pėĉâėÀĂ ,ĉăĢ×ăĢǣ 
This presentation will cover highlights of legislation impacting Arkansas hospitals and the healthcare system in
Arkansas.

X×Àėăêăâ ĉÌö×ÍĢêĲ×ěǣ
Participants will be able to understand changes made to policies governing the healthcare delivery system in
Arkansas.

wĔ×Àù×ė +êĉǣ
Jodiane Tritt joined the AHA executive team as Vice President of Government Relations in 2010 and, in 2018, took on
the role of Executive Vice President of the association. Tritt represents the AHA in all state legislative and regulatory
activities. Prior to joining the AHA staff, Tritt most recently served as Executive Director of the Center for Clinical and
Translational Research (now known as the Translation Research Institute at the University of Arkansas for Medical
Sciences). Prior to that position, she was Director of Community Support for the Arkansas Department of Health
(ADH). In her work at ADH, she played an integral role in public health policy development and was responsible for the
agency’s legislative agenda. Tritt is Past-President of the Arkansas Society of Association Executives, Past-President
of the Arkansas Society of Professional Lobbyists, a member of the South Central Telehealth Resource Center
Advisory Council, and on the Advisory Board of the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences College of Public
Health. She is also a past chair of the State Association of Government Relations Officials for the American Hospital
Association. She is a graduate of Hendrix College and holds a JD from William H. Bowen School of Law.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2025
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https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1757091273387&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1757091273387&key=GRP&app=resvlink



